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FOREWORD. 



Mr. Karra Seetharainayya Pantulix 
placed the Andhra Public under deep debt 
of obligation by publishing the Telugu work 
""Bharatha ISTouka Parisrama" " ^$nnr*33($& y * 
He has written it in chaste Telugu, the 
Condition of shipping industry and coastal 
and overseas trade in India from the Vedic 
iimes till today. Every person who is 
interested in the progress and prosperity of 
the country should read this work. Very 
few Indians are well acquainted with this 
subject. Amidst various causes for the 
decline and eventual loss of Indian prospe- 
rity, I can assert without fear of contradic- 
tion, loss of shipping trade is one of the 
main causes for the ruination of India, 
If it is said that by adopting methods in 
vogue in every civilized country, Indians 
would have been earning over 60 crores 
annually since 1863 when the last vestige of 
shipping trade disappeared in India. Even 
now, it is not too late. If India is -administe- 
red in Indian interests the Government can 
very well revive this industry by spending 
hundred and fifty croresr of Rupees, in the 
rst instance by borrowing-at 3J% and giving 
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loan at 4% on proper security whereby ther 
Indian Shipping Companies can be formed,, 
to secure both coastal trade and overseas- 
trade whereby we can be earning 60 crores 
annually both by passenger charges and 
trade freights after meeting all expenditure. 
To promote this, necessary Laws have to be 
passed, as was done in other countries, to 
protect our own industry. The British 
Statesmen seeing this prospective danger- 
made provision in the New Government of 
India Act, that the vested interests of 
Britain should not and could not be endange- 
red by any discreminate Legislation even 
for the protection of [the Indian Industry. 
All this they say, is in the best interests of 
the Country, which Country ? not at all 
India, It is for the sole benefit of British 
Industries, they have introduced this scanda- 
lous provision. In every country large sums. 
amounting to several crores annually were 
spent for the development of shipping 
industry by appropriations for Naval 
reserves, Admirality subventions, Govern- 
ment loans, at low rate of interest, Post 
Mail subventions etc. 

We owe fmuch to Mr. S. N. Haji, B. A. r 
(Osen) Bar-at-law, Manager, Scindia Steam 
Navigation Company, who opened the eyes 
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of the public by bringing to the notice of 
the public and the Members of the Legisla- 
ture and subsequently when he entered the- 
JjegislativeAsserably,the importance of ship- 
ping trade to India. Sir Sivaswami Ayyar 
moved for the appointment of the Indian 
Merchantile Marine Committee which was 
done by the Government of India with a 
view to secure recruitement of Indians as 
Deck or Executive Officers and the establish- 
ment of an adequate College for training 
Executive officers 'and Engineers and for 
the encouragement of shipbuilding and 
acquisiting of training ships and construc- 
tion of necessary dock yards and Enginee- 
ring Work Shops in our Indian Ports. 
Except providing "Dufferin" Ship as an eye 
wash nothing was done substantially. 
Canada and Australia are allowed by Britain, 
to carry out the shipping policy which- 
however antagonistic to individual British 
shipping interest, is intended to develop the 
merchant marines of these Dominions. Why 
not India ? Even in the matter of coastal 
trade, the shipping monopoly stands in the 
way and it tries to kill Indian shipping by- 
unfair competition, by rebates etc. The- 
Government does not pass Law reserving: 
coastal trade for Indian shipping. 



IV 

The Indian Merchant Marine Bill 
introduced in the Assembly was shelved 
and the Government have shown step- 
motherly interest in the matter. Mr. Seetha- 
xamayya Pantulu has well done expressing 
the whole in his work. I expect every 
Andhra should read this and be helpful for 
the revival of Shipping Industry in India. 

"Vizagpatam. ) B . VENKATAPATIRAJU, c. i. B. 

28-12-36. 
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"We have to advise that the appointment 
of passenger Inspector, on board., S. S. 
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* : Chilka" has been abolished and that your 
sevrices will not be required after 31st inst" 

(Sd) C. D. T. Shores, 
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Indian Shipping and 
Maritime Activity 



" all evidences available will clearly 
show that for full thirty centuries India 
stood out as the very heart of commercial 
world cultivating trade relation - succes- 
sively with the Phonecians, Jews, Assyrians, 
Greeks, Egyptians and Romans in anciant 
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times and Turks, Venetians, Portugeese, 
Dutch and English in the Modern times." 

(Indian shipping Page 82. 
Dr. Kadhakumuda Mukharjee) 
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these eloborate regulations is conclusive 

proof that the Mourya Empire in the 3rd 

century B. C. was in constant intercourse 

with foreign states and that* large numbers 

of strangers visited the capital on business" 

"When we remember Asoka's relations with 

Ceylone and even more distant powers, we 

may credit him with a sea-going fleet as well 

. as an army" N". A. Smith: Early History of 

India: 





"The Andhra period seems to be of 
considerable prosperity. There was trade 
both overland and by sea with western Asia, 
Greece, Rome, Egypt as well as with China 
and Far East. Embassies are said to have 
been sent from South India to Rome. Indian 
elephants are used for syrian warfare." 

J H ^Sp'il 200 15*> [111 "3 250 
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"It was by the sea, and after cladius 
by the open sea, that the bulk merchandise 
from Indian south coayt ports was carried 
to Arabian marts and Alexandria" 
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"Lower Burma or Pegu was conquered 
'by emigrants from Telugu kingdoms 
'bordering oa the Bay of Bengal and 
eonsiquently the people of Pegu have long 
been known to the Rurmaus and all other 
foreigners by the name of Talaing " 
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Never was then an instance of any ship of 
Bombay Marine having lowered her fUg to 
an enemy of equal force' 1 
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" The Indian Navy which was thus 
created and built up by the efforts of the 
East Indian Company took an active part 
in the first & second Burmese wars and the 
first china war. A great deal of its service 
was outside the local India waters, in the 
Persian Gulf, in the Red sea and on the 
shores of East Africa " Dr. Radhakumar 
Mukarjee, 
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"Thus passed away one of the] great 
rational industries of India after a long and 
brilliant history covering as we have seen 
period of more than twenty centuries " 
Dr. R. Mukarjee, Indian shipping, 
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" This Assembly recommends to the 
Governor-General in Council to appoint a 
committee of non-officials to enquire into- 
the conditions of travel by Deck on Indian 
coastal steamers and to make recommenda- 
tions for their improvement and also to 
consider the advisability of fixing the pass- 
age rate at Rs. 10 for any Indian Port from 
Rangoon " 
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" Some of you might 

have heard of a budding Company between 
Chitagong and Rangoon. The directors of 
the Company poor struggling Mohammadens 
cams to me in Rangoon and asked if I could 
do anything. My whole heart went out to 
them but there was nothing to be done. 
What could be done, There is the mighty 
B, I. S. 1ST. Co., simply underselling the 
budding Company and practically taking 
P assengers without any passage money at 
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all I could quote instance after instance of 
that character. " 






). o. 












O 









ioa 









1933 lC5oll&5Sxje5^ a. SD. 



f 




Q 






So 









11-8-0 








lOi 




V, P- J 




a. 













1933 ^c':tf&3 TJ^OW* 7 
'ST. ^- 



C? 



ssa "ar e ao^2,3"S>5b. "This Assembly 

recommends to the Governor- General in 
Council to take the necessary steps for the 
purpose of fixing the minimum rate for the 




passenger carrying trade by sea between 
the Coastal ports of India." ' 
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. "Is it not a fact 



that for ousting the state service in Eastern 
Bengal hand- kerchiefs and sweets were 
given to us and no fares were charged" " 
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The president of the Company (Bengal 
Steam Navigation Co.) did not like the run- 
ning of the ships and so he got them attached. 
-we are told that B. I. had a great .hand in 
the matter 
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tion must be drawn not merely on the rate 
wars which are public, however abnormal, 
"but to the private pressure put up on Indian 
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-ship owners by British companies and their 
representatives in order to induce them to 
wind up their concerns occassionally with 
temptations of large bribes and some times. 
with the threat of impending rate wars; if 
the company does not cease to run its 
steamers along the routes which have been 
monopolised by these foreign organisations. 

Assembly reports." 



o 










CO ~ 



. "Some official 

aud non-official witnesses have stated that 
the new capital was debarred fro m entering 
the shipping trade through fear of rate war 
and it is common knowledge that in the past 
attempts were made to enter the trade bat 
that failed. (Deck Passengers committee! 
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4he instruments by which Indian ships have 
teen strangled (Stj. Ha ji, in the Assembly.) 
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"We recognise that it is Perfectly legiti- 
mate, perfectly natural that the People of 
India should desire to have a mercantile 
marine of their own ..... ....Once you admit 

the principle, what I fear is that it will 
give rise to similar demands in respect of 
other industries like oil or coal or whatever 
it might be and that is the reason why as I 
said that the Government have been com- 
pelled to devote a long time to examine the 
proposals in all its aspects. I am quite aware 
that other nations have reserved their 
coastig trade to their own nationals and 
have there by admitted the principle of 
expropriation. Why have they done so? I 
think nobody will disagree with me when 
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I say that the reservation of the coasting 
trade to your nationals must involve your 
own country to economic loss ever though 
such loss is concealed. They wanted their 
own mercantile marine PS a second line of 

their navey Chille reserved coasting 

trade in 1922 and freights rosely 100.V'. 

Assembly reports. 
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" The Bill was a bad bill, because it 
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was barking up the wrong tree in prefering 
Indian capital to non-Indian capital " 





)fi ^5fo3c& &- 
eo 




500000 

(60) 







co 








(Ditcher)' "^&fc)etf^8S' (Capital) 
^gSslrfw^^rfb. "Mr. Haji returns to the 

charge this week as confident as ever that 
his essay in legislation is equitable business- 
like and advantageous to the common 
interests of the country. The brutal truth 
is that on sent an issue argument is subordi- 
nate to power. The legislative Assembly 
might pass Mr. Haji's Bill but it is highly 
improbable that it will reach the statute- 
book unless and untilMndia attains Domai 
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noresist the motion 
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(a) If the title is not less than 75 percent of 
stock is not vested in British Indian subjects 
free from 1 any trust or fiduciary obligation 
In favour of any person other than British ^ 
Indian subject or If not less than 75% of " 
voting power is nor vested in British Indian. 
subjects or If through any contract or 
understanding it is arranged that more than? 
25 percent of voting power may be exercised 
directly or indirectly on behalf of any per- 
son who is not a British Indian subject or 
If by any other means what so ever control! 
of any intrest in excess of 25 percent is. 
conferred upon or permitted to be exercised 1 
by any person who is not a British Indian 
subject or If in the case of joint stock com- 
pany, Corporation or Association, the Chair- 
man,' of the Board of Directors, and not less. 
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ihan 75 per sent of the numbers of members 
of the managing firm and of the Board of 
Driectors are not British Indian subjects*' 
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Government had repeatedly expressed 
openion that the problem of adequate parti- 
cipation of Indian shipping in coastal and 
overseas trade of India should as far as 
possible be setteled by negotiation between 
the shipping interests concerned. In such 
negotiations the Government had always 
been willing to offer their good offices if 
sought. The Government do not prorose 
to grant subsidies for carriage of mails 
between India add England in order to 
encourage Indian shipping concerns to 
participate on overseas trade. 
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" The Government take refuge behind 

-some working agreements between British 

and Indian shipping companies, I ask whea- 

-ther it is fair to do so without letting the 

public know the circumestances which 

virtually compelled tha Indian companies 

into such agreements" (Mr, Walchand 

Heerachand.) 
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}. "I can say without hesitation 
that the Indian shipping companies have 
had to feign such agreements under duress 
as the only alternative was total extinction 
in course of time/'Mr.WalchandHerachand 
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"It is humiliating for the 

Government to beg favours from British 
interests and cajole them to volenfceeringly 
part with meagre slice of trade when they 
can legislate to promote and protect the 
Indian shipping by means which are perfe- 
ctly legitimate, which have been adopted by 
almost all the maritime countries, such as 
reservation of coastal trade to Indian vessels 
.and subsidise for developing Indian shipping 
in overseas trade." 

Sjt. Walchand Heerachand. 
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"The British Government is a stock 
holder in Cunard Company to the extent of" 
one share, and had mortgage on its fleet asd 
other property as a security for the loan, 
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The Government has moreover the right to 
charter, or purchase at agreed price all or 
any of the company's vessels at any time 
and requires that the company shall remain 
a purely British undertaking, that its 
management shall be in the hands of and 
that its shares and vessels shall be held by 
British subjects only, and that it shall not 
give preferential rates to foreigners and that 
It shall not unduly raise freights." 

Jones' Government. Aid to Merchant 
Shipping. 
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" No ship registered in United Kingdom 
shall be subjected directly or indirectly by or 
under any Federal or Provincial law to any 
treatment affecting either the ship herself 
or her master, officers, crew passengers or 
cargo, which is discriminatory in favour of 
ships registered in British India expect in 
so far as ships registered in British India 
are for the time being subjected by or under 

* 

any law of the United Kingdom to treat- 
ment of like character which is similarly 
discriminatory in favour of ships registered 
in United Kingdom. 

(Clause 115 Government of India Act 1935.) 
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